
 

Request for Proposals 

Website Development Work 

 

We’re Virgin StartUp (VSU), the Virgin Group’s not-for-profit company for entrepreneurs. We 

provide advice, funding and mentoring to entrepreneurs across England & Scotland, in order to help 

them turn their dreams of starting a business, into a reality. 

We’ve recently launched a new programme of support in London called Ready, Steady, Grow with 

Virgin StartUp; a European Regional Development Funded project, with the goal of supporting 

entrepreneurs through start-up to scale-up, a journey which is arguably harder than start-up itself. 

We now need to commission some development work to improve our existing website, in order to 

help us deliver this project successfully. This document sets out our requirements. We’re looking for 

the following from interested parties: 

- Where necessary, an explanation of the steps you would take us through in order to achieve 

these requirements; 

- An estimate of the time taken for completion of all requirements, along with your proposed 

day-rate (itemised); 

- A project plan, including an estimated delivery date of each of the requirements in turn. 

We’d like to hear from all interested parties by close of play (6pm) on Wednesday February 8th, after 

which, we will inform all parties of the next steps in our process. Please email your response to Ian 

Mason, Head of Development (ian.mason@virginstartup.org). 

 

1/ New Landing Page design for virginstartup.org 

In order to promote our new project in greater detail, and to promote the various competitions and 

events we’ll be running as part of the project, we need to develop a new landing page template for 

our website. 

We are looking to utilise a single page website style for this template. The viewable area, without 

scrolling, should be one full-page image/graphic, with a logo and space for a simple call to action, 

probably in the form of a button. The rest of the page should then be comprised of a number of 

sections containing further detail. The list of required sections is as follows: 

- One article; 
- Two articles; 
- Three articles; 
- Event summary; 
- Two event summaries; 
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- Three event summaries; 
- List of events; 
- Information section – image/title/para/button;  
- Information section – title/para; 
- Widget section – use full width text block, but how styled? 
- Case study section – big image and quote and reference/by-line; 
- A short form (few questions and submit button, some explanatory text); 
- Section for full width image only; 
- Section for Video and description; 
- Section for full width video only; 
- FAQ section; 
- Section to show “companies attending” or “sponsors” – so just a series of clickable logos. 

 
Designs will be provided for you to work with. 

2/ New Home Page design for virginstartup.org 

Our website was originally built to promote only one product – Start Up Loans. Now however, with 

the launch of our new programme, Ready, Steady, Grow, we need to ensure that visitors to the site 

are aware of the new offering, as well as our existing support programme. It is particularly important 

that this is done without the user having to scroll down the home page. 

Therefore, we are looking to adopt a full screen carousel feature and 4 summary boxes. 

The designs we have for this new homepage mirror, as closely as possible, the Apple homepage: 

http://www.apple.com/uk/ 

Key considerations/features we like: 

- Maintain current navigation style; 

- Full screen carousel preferable; 

- The 4 summary boxes below the carousel have headings that are visible without the user 

having to scroll; 

- There is an expanded footer to compensate for reduced content on the home page. 

We would also like to implement a secondary navigation bar that will allow logged in members to 

navigate the member only features easily, as well as still being able to navigate the main site. There 

will be a different secondary navigation bar for each type of membership. Where multiple 

memberships occur, there will only be one secondary navigation bar shown. If the content being 

viewed is specific to one type of membership, then the related secondary navigation should be 

shown. For every other instance, there should be a hierarchy that determines which navigation takes 

precedence. 

Again, designs will be provided for you to work with. 

In both sets of designs, please note that the VSU logo in the existing navigation has been shrunk 

down. This is something that should happen for the new landing page template and for logged in 

members only. In every other instance, we want to maintain the current nav and logo size. 

Please also note that we do not wish to replace our current landing page template, but that we want 

to create an additional landing page template. 
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3/ Call To Action buttons to add as a paragraph 

We currently have a Call to Action feature as part of the header on a page, we’d like the button used 

on that, to be implemented on all of our page templates as a paragraph. Same colour, same 

dimensions, editable text and editable url. 


